
 

Sevier County Planning & Zoning Commission 

July 8, 2020 

 

Minutes of the Sevier County Planning Commission meeting held on the eighth day of July, 2020 in the 

Commission Chambers of the Sevier County Administration Building, 250 North Main, Richfield, Utah.  

Those present included: Chairman Tyler Moore, Vice-Chair Troy Mills, Larry Hansen, Lisa Robins, 

Caryl Christensen, John Worley, and Gary Leaming.  

 

Others attending included: Building Official/Zoning Administrator Jason Mackelprang, and Building and 

Zoning Secretary Mistee Robbins, Sevier County Zoning Enforcement Officer Klint Forbush, Sevier 

County Commissioner Ralph Brown, Sevier County Executive Administrator/Economic Developer 

Malcolm Nash, Sevier County Recorder Jason Monroe, and others as listed on the roll.  

 

Minutes of the June 10th Planning Commission Approved: 

 

Minutes of the June 10th Planning Commission meeting were reviewed and approved with some minor 

changes, on a motion made by Caryl Christensen, second, John Worley, unanimous.  

 

Zoning Administrator update: 

 

Building Official/Zoning Administrator Jason Mackelprang stated that he has not heard when the Sigurd 

Solar will be starting back up. He stated that construction has not slowed down. Mr. Mackelprang stated 

that he would like to get the zoning revision project done, commenting that this project started last 

September.   

 

Chairman Tyler Moore then made a motion to close the regular meeting, and open the public hearing, 

second, John Worley, unanimous.  

 

Public Hearing-Title 14 of the Zoning Ordinance Revision: 

 

Chairman Tyler Moore stated that this public hearing is on Title 14 of the Zoning Ordinance Revision. He 

then invited the public to speak, notifying them that they would each have a two minute time frame to 

speak. Also stating that this is on Title 14 only, and that action will be taken at tonight’s meeting.  

 

Dustin Nielsen of Monroe, Utah: Dustin Nielsen, from Monroe stated that he is a local contractor, he is all 

for Title 14 eliminating the 5 acre ordinance, with parameters such as septic, drainage, water. Stating that 

the County’s General Plan is about pro-growth, with maintaining an agricultural lifestyle. His 

understanding is that this will help out in keeping us in line with the current county plan. Stating that if 

we allow homes to be built a little closer together, and utilizing the land better, and giving more 

opportunities for growth. Stating Sevier County is a county of rights, and allows people to do what they 

want with their land as long as they meet safety, and other requirements. Stating that not all people can 

use their entire 5 acre parcel, nor can a lot of people afford a 5 acre piece of land to build on. Stating this 

will allow opportunities for growth, as long as the health department and water allows for it. He stated 

that he supports this change whole heartedly. Thanking the Planning Commission for their time.  

 

Trent Leifson of Richfield, Utah: Trent Leifson, a general contractor, stated that he agreed with all of 

Dustin Nielsen’s comments, stating that Mr. Nielsen said everything that he would have said himself.  

 

Gary Leaming stated that in our zoning book, section 14.24.30 on zoning purposes, there’s an RA zone 

that is residential agricultural, and then there’s an AG zone. All there is in our document now is AG-

Agricultural Zone, which allows for 1 acre, or fits into that place that says, “minimum lot size in the 
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various zones may need to be larger depending on water and sewer requirements, this will be on a case by 

case scenario”. Gary Leaming suggested the wording be re-worked.  

 

Jason Mackelprang then stated that in our current zoning, there are many zones that are the same. A5, 

RA5, GRF5, they are all the same thing in our current zoning book, that is why it has been condensed 

down. He then stated that there is a 600’ buffer around each city and town. Gary Leaming stated that he 

feels that it is a good plan, that contractors, and builders can look around, and see the towns infrastructure. 

Stating it is an ingenious idea on the 600’ buffer on how to continue to develop ground around our towns. 

The rest of the Planning Commission agreed. Mr. Mackelprang stated that hopefully as those get absorbed 

into the cities, that those buffers change, and continue to spread out.  

 

At this time, Chairman Tyler Moore made a motion to close the public hearing, and re-open the regular 

meeting, second, Larry Hansen, unanimous.  

 

Caryl Christensen inquired about the wells, and who monitors them. Stating that Corey Winkel has built a 

beautiful home that cannot be lived in because they do not have water. Stating that they have 3 wells, and 

no water. Building/Zoning Official Jason Mackelprang stated that the Division of Water Rights is who 

monitors the wells. Mr. Mackelprang stated that this is the State, and has nothing to do with the County. 

Caryl Christensen thinks that this needs to be monitored. Commissioner Ralph Brown commented that 

you can drill for water until you hit. Caryl Christensen stated that if Corey Winkel did not have a sewer 

connection with Richfield City, that he would be in trouble. Troy Mills stated that you have to be licensed 

by the State to be a driller.  Mr. Mackelprang stated that he advises drilling a well prior to building a 

home. However, if the homeowner comes into our office with a signature from the Division of Water 

Rights on the required signature sheet, that signature states that they have a well right. That is all the 

County needs to know in order to approve them for a building permit, regarding the water. It is the 

responsibility of the homeowner at that point. Dustin Nielsen commented that it is due diligence of the 

people to see if the well is going to work. Lisa Robins stated that if they have already bought the property 

before they come to the Building/Zoning office, then it is not the County’s fault. Troy Mills stated that he 

agrees that it is not the County’s responsibility on the water.  

 

Caryl Christensen stated that she had spoke with Senator Ralph Okerlund regarding the 3 and 5 acre zone. 

Stating that Ralph Okerlund explained to her that the County went from 3 acres to 5 acres because of the 

influx of building. Lisa Robins stated that she was puzzled as to how the county residents expect the 

school buses to still pick up the kids. Caryl Christensen stated that she knows for a fact that Bob Watts of 

the County Road Department knows nothing about the zone changes that are happening. Jason 

Mackelprang stated that Bob Watts does know about the zone changes because he has spoke with him 

about it. Chairman Tyler Moore stated that the Planning Commission can still make adjustments as they 

like, that they all need to remember that. Caryl Christensen stated that she wants the zone to be a 3 acre 

minimum for wells, septic tanks, and greenbelt.  

 

Troy Mills stated that at the June meeting, there was an individual roll call vote, with two nay’s, and five 

aye’s. That now it is up to them to refer it back to the County Commissioners. Gary Leaming stated that 

they can change things if they need to change things. That they need to count on Jason, and his group 

regarding the new zoning.  

 

Chairman Tyler Moore stated that they are there to refer it to the County Commissioners. Vice-Chair 

Troy Mills made a motion to do a roll call vote. Troy Mills, aye. Larry Hansen, aye. John Worley, aye. 

Tyler Moore, aye. Gary Leaming, aye. Caryl Christensen, nay. Lisa Robins, aye.  
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There being no further business, Vice-Chair Troy Mills made a motion to close this meeting, second, John 

Worley, unanimous.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:31 p.m. 


